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II'T Ropar to have 500-acre
hi-tech campus in Rupnagar

Bahadurjeet Singh

= [udhiznaShindustantimes.com

RUPNAGAR: Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT), Ropar, is com-
ing up with an ultra-modern
green campus which will be
spread over an area of over 500
acres. The board of governors at
IIT Ropar had given the approval
for the master plan of this new
campus in October.

IIT Ropar was established by
the Ministry of Human Resource
Development in 2008. The classes
for 20082000 sessions were held at
ITT Delhi and the institute started
functioning from its transit cam-
pus in Government Polytechnic
for Women Rupnagar building in
August 2009,

The Punjab government has
provided over 500 acres of land
of Birla Farm in Rupnagar
for setting up the 1IT. The 11
km-long boundary wall of this
new campus has already been
constructed.

However, the construction
of the buildings of the IIT has
somewhat delaved. Now, with
the approval of master plan,
the construction work on the

= A sketch of the proposed campus of IT, Ropar.

ground would start within next
few months.

“We have entrusted the
project management of the
new campus to Central Public
Works Department (CPWD)and
construction work in the new
campus is expected to begin in
April-May 2014.” said II'T Ropar
director MK Surappa.

“We expect to build a unique
and vibrant campus having
ambience for close interaction
between faculty and students

HT PHOTO

that will provide a platform
for the Innovative research in
inter-disciplinary areas,” added
Surappa.

The IIT authorities have
planned to construct an envi-
ronment friendly and green
campus. “The new campus will
have a state-of-the-art campus
having a modern outlook with
stress on optimum utilisation of
natural light, wind and recvcling
of waste water,” said IIT Ropar
executive engineer TS Anand.



HT Mumbai

IT-B placements:
dome branches
dominate scene

ApoorvaPuranik =~
= apoorvapuranik @hindustantimes.com

MUMBAL The Indian Institute of
Technology, Bombay wrapped
up itsfirst phase of placements
sessions on Thursday.

Students of computer science
and Electrical engineering saw
maximum number of job offers.
Close to 65% of the Computer
Science students have already
been placed. The second phase
of the recruitment will begin in
January and students from other
departments are hoping for bet-
ter results. “The second phase
will focus on getting students
of other departments placed.
While IT companies dominated
the first phase, we are looking
to get more manufacturing and
service sectors for the second,”
said Avijit Chatterjee, in charge
of placements at the institute.
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UGC nod for 53 varsities to okay new BE colleges

DC | N. Arun Kumar | 19th Dec 2013

Prof. H. Devaraj.

Chennai: The impasse over the regulation of over 13,000 engineering colleges in the country is finally over.

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has authorised all 53 technical varsities including Anna University
in Tamil Nadu to provide approval to new engineering colleges and regulate them; this was earlier done by the
All India Council for Technical Education (AICTE). The notification is expected to be uploaded on the UGC
website this week.

Speaking to DC on Wednesday, Prof. H. Devaraj, vice-chairman, University Grants Commission (UGC), said
that several academicians had sent their views and opinions to the commission’s draft regulation for technical
institutions based on which the apex regulator had finalised the regulations.

“As per our new regulation 53 technical universities in the country including Anna University will be given
powers to approve new engineering colleges, regulate technical education and do whatever AICTE was doing in
the past. We (UGC) in turn will monitor the varsities to keep a check and balance on their functioning,” he said.

Anna University vice-chancellor Prof M. Rajaram felt that this move would provide universities with greater
responsibility to provide quality technical education.

“Once the UGC sends us an official communication, we will immediately constitute a panel to implement the
regulations. We won’t have any problem in approving new colleges or extending approval for the existing ones
as we have already been inspecting all colleges as part of the affiliation process,” he said.
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However, a senior HRD official pointed out that the Centre plans to promulgate an ordinance after the ongoing
Parliament session comes to an end to restore the powers vested with AICTE to regulate technical education in
the country and end the present stalemate.



